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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/000397 



1. With 



2. 



other^Ti^ ScSS ''''' '° international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 

D This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which IS the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 
I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1 (b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
ZSSJ tTref^n^^^ international appKcation. this report is based on ireplacement sheets which have been 

I I international application as originally filed/fumished 
fx] the description: 

1-13 as originally filed/fumished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by tiiis Authority on with the letter of 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



X the claims: 



pages 
pages* 



fx] the drawings: 



14 as originally filed/fumished 

as amended (together with any statement) imder Article 1 9 
pages* IS - 17 received by this Authority on 3 December 2004 with the letter of 3 December 2004 
«o««e* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 1/13 - 13/13 as originally filed/fiimished 



pages'* 



received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on witfi the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3. Q] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I I the descr^tion, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 
I I tihie drawings, sheets/figs 
I I the sequence listing {specify): 
I I ^y*able(s) related to Resequence listing (jpeci)5;): 

^ ^dHZ^^^T ^^^^'^ '^^r^^^ amendments annexed to this report and Hsted below had not been 

mj;)) considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 

I I the description, pages 

I [ the claims, Nos. 

{ I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 
If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked ''superseded, " 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcabiUty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1-39 
Claims 

Claims 1-39 
Claims 

Industrial appUcabiUty (lA) Claims 1-39 

Claims • 



YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and e}q>lanations (Rule 70.7) 

Citations 

WO 2000/029780 
WO 2001/061244 

NOVELTY m & INVENTTVE STEP fISt Claims 1 to 39 

aaims 1 to 30: none of the discovered prior art discloses or suggests, either alone or in obvious combination, to 
a person skilled m the art, a cover in a Hghting device that extends over an electrical switch and indicator through 
which the indicator means can be visible when it is illuminated. 

Claims 31 to 39: none of the discovered prior art discloses or suggests, either alone or in obvious combination, to 
a person skilled m the art. a waterproof seal for a charging pathway through an aperture in a hghting device that 
uses a securement means to place a resilient sealmg means under compression. 

"^^^'^ defined by claims 1 to 39, as amended, meets the criteria set forth in PCX Articles 33(2) and 
33(30) for novelty and for inventive step. 
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International application No. 
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Box No, IV Lack of unity of invention 



1 • I 1 ^ response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

« 

I I restricted the claims. 

I I paid additional fees. 

I I paid additional fees under protest . 

I I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 



X| This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 
not to invite the apphcant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers tiiat the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is: 
I I complied widi. 

|X| not con^lied with for the following reasons: 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of imity of invention because it 
does not relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept. In coming to this conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that 
there are different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claims 1 to 30 are directed to a cover over an electrical switch means through which an indicator 
means may be visible. It is considered that this functional combination of integers comprises a &st 
"special technical feature". 

2. Claims 3 1 to 39 are directed to a water tight seal for a charging pathway through an aperture that 
uses a securement means to place a resilient sealing means imder compression. It is considered that 
this functional combination of integers comprises a second special technical feature. 

Since the above-mentioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a 
"technical relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCX rule 13.2 does not exist. 
Accordingly the international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive 
concept, a priori. 



4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
[Xl all parte. 

I I the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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1 1 . A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 
means passes through said housing. 

12. A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 
means. 

5 1 3 . A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 

14, A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 
disposed under the resilient cover. 

15. A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 
is translucent 

10 16. A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 
is transparent. 

17. A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 
polymeric material. 

18. A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 
15 19. A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 

rechargeable battery. 

20. A flashlight as claimed in claim 19, wherein said flashlight includes connection means for 
connecting said rechargeable battery to an external power supply to recharge the battery. 

21 . A flashlight as claimed in claim 20, wherein said flashlight includes a rechaigiug circuit, to 
20 which said indicator means is electrically connected. 

22. A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 21, wherein said indicator means is visible 
through said cover, when said indicator means is or is not indicating a status of said power 
source. 

23. A flashlight as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein said flashlight is a 
25 waterproof flashlight. 

24. A method of providing an indicator means for a lighting device, said indicator means being 
adapted to provide a signal to a user of said lighting device, said device including a cover 
over a switch member of a switch means which will open and close a circuit between said 
power source and a lamp means, flie cover providing a waterproof seal for the housing 

30 preventing ingress of water through the aperWve scx'vdinethod including the steps of: 

providing said cover from a selection of a cransmcent, transparent or other see-through 
means; and 

locating said indicator means below said cover. 

Amended Sheet 
IPEA/AU 



1 to 10, wherein said at least one indicator 

1 to 1 1 , including at least a pair of indicator 

1 to 1 1, including three indicator means. 
1 to 13, wherein the or each indicator means is 

1 to 14 wherein at least part of the resilient cover 

1 to 14 wherein at least part of the resilient cover 

1 to 16, wherein the cover is of an elastomeric or 

1 to 17, wherein the cover includes silicon. 
1 to 18, wherein the power source includes a 



r 

4- 
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25. A method as claimed in claim 24, wherein said indicator means is visible through said cover 
when said indicator means is providing said signal. 

26. A method as claimed in claim 24 or 25, wherein said indicator means is not visible through 
said cover when said indicator means is not providing said signal. 

27. A method as claimed in any one of claims 24 to 26, wherein said Ughting device is a 
flashlight. 

28. A method as claimed in claim 27, v^erein said flashlight is a waterproof flasWight. 

29. A method as claimed m any one of claims 24 to 28. wherein said at least one indicator 
provides an indication of one or more than one of the following: charging status; discharging 
status; location of the lighting device. 

30. A method as claimed in claim 29, wherein location of the lighting device is produced by a 
bright coloured light source which is Ughted intetmittentiy or is otherwise flashing. 

3 1 . A waterproof flashlight including: 

a flashUght housing definmg a contact aperture opening therethrough; 
a flashUght electrical contact for electrical comaection of the flashlight to a power source, the 
flashlight electrical contact being disposed at least partly outside the flashlight housing and 
defining a shoulder adjacent the housing; 

resiUent sealing means sandwiched between the shoulder and the flashUght housing to 
estabUsh a water tight seal between the shoulder and the housing; and 
contact connection means for connecting the flashlight electrical contact to tiie flashUght 
housmg, the contact connection means extending ftom the flashUght electrical contact 
through the contact aperture and including securement means securing tiie contact connection 
means in relation to tiie flashUght housing such tiiat tiie shoulder maintains tiie seating means 
under compression. 

32. A flashlight as claimed in claim 3 1 wherein tiie resiUent sealing means is an elastomeric 
washer. 

33. A flashUght as claimed in claim 3 1 or claim 32 wherein tiie contact comiection means 
includes a shaft portion extending fiom tiie flashUght electrical contact. 

34. A flashUght as claimed in claim 3 1 wherein tiie securement means is disposed witiiin tiie 
flashUght housing and is constituted by a deformable portion of tiie contact connection 
means, configured to be deformed so as to lock tiie contact connection means and hence tiie 
flashUght electiical contact, in place relative to tiie flashUght. 



Amended Sheet 
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35. A flashlight as claimed in claim 3 1 including a washer disposed between the deformable 
portion and an inner wall of the flashlight housing. 

36. A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 3 1 to 35 wherein the flashlight electrical contact 
and the contact connection means are a imitary component 

37. A flashlight as claimed in claim 36 wherein the unitary component is in the form of a rivet. 

38. A flashlight as claimed in any one of claims 3 1 to 37 wherein the shoulder is defined by a 
flange. 

39. A flashlight as claimed m any one of claims 3 1 to 38 wherein the flashlight housing defines a 
recess having a recess floor, the flashlight electrical contact being disposed within the recess 
and projecting from the contact aperture and outwardly &om the recess floor. 
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